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CONSENSUS COMMITTEE STATEMENTS 
This conference was designed to assess the potential of 
decision modeling for improving the quality and cost- 
effectiveness of cardiovascular care and to facilitate its use 
by developing a consensus through an interchange of ideas 
on the resources currently available to support decision 
modeling and modeling requirements for the future. The 
conference was patterned after the Gordon conferences, 
which have successfully achieved such interchanges within 
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the biologic sciences. In addition, because it is evident that 
the involvement of professional organizations would lend 
continuity, credibility and cohesiveness to the application of 
decision modeling for quality and cost-conscious care, rep- 
resentatives of three major organizations attended the con- 
ference and summarized their impressions of the future. 
Each consensus committee chairperson developed an 
outline, covering specific issues considered to be critical to 
the development and application of decision modeling as a 
clinically relevant and feasible tool. The discussions were 
vigorous, and often the direction changed as the consensus 
development process proceeded. The committee reports that 
follow are, therefore, quite individual. In all cases, however, 
they do suggest directions for the future. 
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